Introduction
The rhynchobdellid leech Helobdella nuda (Moore, 1924 ) is a poorly known species of the family Glossiphoniidae (Clitellata, Hirudinida). The species has been recorded from China (Suzhou, Nanking) and the Russian Amur basin (Khanka Lake, Udyl Lake, Kizi Lake, Bolonj Lake). According to C. F. Wu (1930) and Y. Chen (1962) this leech is common in the aforementioned localities of China. Moore (1930) supposed that in China H. nuda occupies the place of its widespread Palaearctic congener Helobdella stagnalis (Linnaeus, 1758) . E. I. Lukin (1960) found that both the species occurred in the lower reaches of the Amur. However, Helobdella stagnalis was less abundant there in comparison with its abundance in other areas of the Palaearctic region. Helobdella nuda, in turn, was rarer than in China.
Thus, according to the previous records, H. nuda could be assigned to elements of the China-Amur fauna, which once was widespread in the major portion of Asia. E. I. Lukin (1978) further speculated that later on, when environmental conditions were changed, this leech was superseded by widespread Palaearctic species in the north and Indo-Malayan species in the south. This research suggests that H. nuda occurs beyond the area where it has been recorded so far.
The leeches are small in size, 5-8 mm at a moderate contraction. The body is smooth, with no tubercles. The pigmentation is weakly developed. Eyes are more than one pair in contrast to H. stagnalis ( fig. 1 ). Gonopores are separated by one annulus.
The digestive system can be easily seen through the skin. There are six crop caeca with the long posterior pair. Probably, the anterior pair is reduced or vestigial. Therefore, the number of caeca is less than seven as in the original description by J. P. Moore (1924) . However, the variability of this character has been already recorded by E. I. Lukin (1976). The life style seems to be similar to that in the congener species. As H. stagnalis, it cannot swim and feeds on the haemolymph of freshwater invertebrates.
Our new record of H. nuda suggests that the range of this species is much wider than considered before and is not restricted to the Sino-Japanese region. Ðèñ. 1. Helobdella nuda èç îçåðà Áàéêàë: À -èíäèâèäóóì ñ õîðîøî çàìåòíîé ïèùåâàðèòåëüíîé ñèñòå-ìîé, íàïîëíåííîé êðîâüþ õîçÿèíà; B -ïåðåäíèé êîíåö ïèÿâêè ñ ãëàçàìè.
